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his own way, and not to make any proposal to France which
she would or could accept. They both stood aloof, and both
were immensely to blame. Palmerston has taken his success
without any appearance of triumph or a desire to boast over
those who doubted or opposed him \ whatever may be said
or thought of his policy, it is impossible not to do justice to
the rigour of his execution. Mr. Pitt (Chatham) could not
have manifested more decision and resource. He would not
hear of delays and difficulties, sent out peremptory orders to
attack Acre, and he provided in his instructions with great
care and foresight for every contingency. There can be no
doubt that it was the capture of Acre which decided the
campaign; and the success is much more attributable to
Palmerston than to our naval and military commanders, and
probably solely to him.
Yesterday I saw the Baron Moutiier, who is come over
here, on a sort of mission,, to talk about possible arrange-
ments, from Guizot. He still pertinaciously urges our doing
or saying something demonstrative of a disposition to be re-
conciled with France, and that, in the ultimate settlement of
the Eastern Question, we wish to show her some deference.
He wants (Syria being gone) that we should make out that
it is from consideration for France that Egypt is left to the
Pasha. I told him the only difficulty appeared to be that,
as we had already announced we had no intention to strip
him of Egypt, and had signified long ago that we had ad-
vised the Sultan to restore him to that Government, I did
not see how we could now make any such declaration avail-
able, and that it would go for nothing. But he said he
thought by a not difficult employment of diplomatic phrase-
ology much might be done; and he suggested that there
must be some definite settlement of the whole question, in-
cluding stipulations and guarantees for the Syrian popula-
tion (of the mountains, I presume), and to this France might
be invited to accede. In short, nothing ,will satisfy her but
having a finger in the pie upon any terms. What Ghiizot
now wants is to renew the English alliance. So he said
when he went away 5 but it may well be doubted whether